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Academic Appointments 
 
Spring 2026 Fairfield University, Fairfield, CT 
 Lecturer, Religious Studies   
 
Fall 2025-  Quinnipiac University, Hamden, CT 
present Part-Time Faculty, Honors Program 
 
Education 
 
2018-2025  Yale University, New Haven, CT 

 PhD, Political Science (2025) 
 MPhil, Political Science (2021) 
 MA, Political Science (2020) 

 

Dissertation: The Politics of Breaking Up: Freedom and Ambivalence in Undoing the Ties that 
Bind  

Committee: Bryan Garsten (chair), Joseph Fischel, Giulia Oskian   
 

Spring 2025 Brown University, Providence, RI 
 IvyPlus Exchange Scholar Program   
 

2011-2015  Princeton University, Princeton, NJ  
 AB, Religion, summa cum laude 
 Certificates in Humanistic Studies and Creative Writing 

Thesis: Covenant Reformed: Milton on Preserving the Goods of Marriage and Government 
Advisor: Jeffrey L. Stout  

 
Publications 
 
Peer-reviewed articles 
“Reorienting Political Thought: On Disorientation and the Phenomenological Insights of Personal 
Essays” (Political Theory, forthcoming, published online first) doi.org/10.1177/00905917251400979 
 
Reviews and Review Essays 
“Reclaim or Let Go?” a double review of Sara Ahmed’s The Feminist Killjoy Handbook and Manon 
Garcia’s The Joy of Consent (The Philosopher, Vol. 112 No. 2, October 2024)  

 

“Essaying Collective Life: Review of Benjamin P. Davis’s Simone Weil’s Political Philosophy” (Theory & 
Event, Vol. 27 No. 2, April 2024) 

http://isabellelaurenzi.com/
https://doi.org/10.1177/00905917251400979
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Works in Progress  
“Towards a Feminist Philosophy of Breakups” (under review, Hypatia) 

 

“Re-forming Covenants: Milton on Divorce and Tyrannicide” (in preparation) 
 
Awards & Fellowships 
 
2023-2024  Charlotte W. Newcombe Fellowship, Institute for Citizens & Scholars  
2022, 2025 University Dissertation Fellowship, Yale University  
2021-2022 Professional Development Fellowship, The Yale Review  
2020-2021 Stephen A. and Clara H. Condict Scholarship Fund, Yale University  
2018-2024 University Doctoral Fellowship, Yale University  
2015 Stephen Whelan ’68 Senior Thesis Prize for Excellence in Constitutional Law and 

Political Thought, Princeton University  
2015   Horton Davies Prize, Princeton University  
2015   Religion and Critical Thought Prize, Princeton University  
2014   The Ward Prize in Creative Writing, Princeton University  
 
Presentations, Invited Talks, and Public Engagement 
 

Invited Talks 
Yale Divinity School, “How to Break Up Well: On an Ethic of Critical Ambivalence,” Ethics 
Colloquium (October 2025) 
 

Brown University, “How to Break Up Well: On an Ethic of Critical Ambivalence,” Religion & 
Critical Thought Colloquium (April 2025) 
 

Wesleyan University, “The Politics of Breaking Up,” guest visit to “Caste, Race, and Democracy” 
seminar (April 2025) 

 

Yale University, “How to Break Up,” visiting lecture for “Topics in Human Sexuality” course (April 
2025) 

 

University of Colorado and Colorado Springs, Heller Center for the Arts & Humanities, “The 
Politics of Breaking Up,” invited colloquium presentation (October 2024) 

 

Colorado College, “Gendered Embodiment, Loving, and Being Alone,” visiting lecture and seminar 
for “Introduction to Feminist and Gender Studies” (October 2024) 
 

Princeton University, “Teaching from Alluvial Soil,” invited talk for Jeffrey L. Stout: Scholar, Teacher, 
Citizen, A Conference in Honor of Jeffrey L. Stout (September 2018) 
 
Public Engagement 
“On Feminist Killjoys: Sara Ahmed with Isabelle Laurenzi,” an online conversation hosted by The 
Philosopher (October 2024) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C_eLQ-7RykE
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“Rachel Carson, Queer Love, and Environmental Politics: Lida Maxwell with Isabelle Laurenzi,” an 
online conversation hosted by The Philosopher (February 2025) 

 

“On the Age of Choice: Sophia Rosenfeld with Isabelle Laurenzi,” an online conversation hosted by 
The Philosopher (May 2025) 
 
Conference and workshop presentations 
“Covenant against Absolutism: Milton on Preserving the Good of Marriage and Commonwealth,” 
Association for Political Theory Annual Meeting, Loyola University Chicago (2025) 
 

“The Personal Essay as Political Phenomenology: Feminism in The Village Voice,” Conference for 
the Study of Political Thought (2024) 
 

“Phenomenology, Feminism, and Archives of Lived Experience” (Roundtable participant and co-
organizer), American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA (2024) 

 

“Democracy in the Bedroom” (Roundtable Participant), American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA (2024) 
 

“Calling Relationships into Question: A Feminist Theory of Breaking Up,” Association for Political 
Theory Annual Meeting, Union College, NY (2023) 
 

“Ellen Willis’s Critical Ambivalence,” Dissertation Working Group, Yale University (2022) 
 

“Breaking Up the Nuclear Family: Shulamith Firestone’s Vision of Feminist Revolution,” UCLA 
Graduate Political Theory Conference (2021) 

 

(cancelled) “On Practices of Silence and Conditions for Quiet,” Western Political Science 
Association Annual Meeting, Los Angeles, CA (2020) 

 

“Reproducing Gender Oppression: Submission and Desire in Simone de Beauvoir’s The Second Sex,” 
Political Theory Workshop, Yale University (Spring 2020) 

 

“Moral Patriotism in an Unholy Nation: Simone Weil Against Idolatry of the State,” Association for 
Political Theory Annual Meeting, UC Irvine, CA (2019) 

 

“Moral Patriotism in an Unholy Nation: Simone Weil Against Idolatry of the State,” American 
Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, D.C. (2019) 
 
Teaching 
 
Fairfield University, Fairfield, CT 
Lecturer 
 
Spring 2026 “Religion and the Critical Mind” 
 Introductory Religious Studies Course, Religious Studies Department 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TqrqGVTYODM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9WCc6QS3sAw
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Quinnipiac University, Hamden, CT 
Part-Time Faculty 
 
Fall 2025 “How to Make a Fresh Start”  
 First-Year Seminar, Honors Program  
 
Spring 2026 “Honors Senior Capstone” 
 Senior-Year Seminar, Honors Program 
 
Yale University, New Haven, CT 
Teaching Fellow  
 
Fall 2024  Introduction to Political Philosophy (Giulia Oskian) 

Guest Lecture: “Untold Contracts: Charles Mills’ ‘Racial Contract’ and Carole 
Pateman’s ‘Sexual Contract’”  
 

Spring 2023 The Politics of The Wire: HBO’s Portrayal of the American City (Allison Harris) 
 Guest Lecture: “Gender and Family Politics in HBO’s The Wire”  

 
Fall 2022  Gender, Justice, Power, and Institutions (Joseph Fischel) 

Guest Lecture: “Power Dynamics, Transference, and Title IX: Arguments Against 
Consensual Student-Teacher Relationships”  

 

Fall 2020  Introduction to Comparative Politics (Sarah Khan) 
 
Yale College Writing Center, Yale University  
 

2023-present  Lead Writing Partner  
 Observed and mentored Writing Partners, created and facilitated pedagogy 

workshops for Writing Partners, including “Antiracist Pedagogy” and “Embodiment 
in the Writing Center.” 

 

2018-present Weekly Writing Partner  
 Met weekly with Yale College students; trained to work with non-native English-

speaking students. 
 
Riverdale Country School, Bronx, NY 
 

2015-2017  English Teacher (English 10, Feminist Literature Senior Elective)  
 
Princeton University, Princeton, NJ 
 

Summer 2015 Writing Seminar Instructor, Freshman Scholars Institute 
2013-2015 Writing Fellow, Princeton University Writing Center  
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Service 
 
Discussant for Yale Political Theory Workshop (for Anne Phillips, Isaac Nakhimovsky, Gloria 

Origgi, Manon Garcia, and Shalini Satkunanandan) 
Coordinator and Discussant for Giulia Oskian’s Dissertation Working Group (2022) 
Coordinator, Yale Political Theory Workshop (2020-2021) 
Co-Coordinator, Yale Women’s Theory Writing Group (2018-2020) 
Volunteer and Cook, Amistad / Rosette Community Village, New Haven (2020-present)  
 
Other Professional Experience 
 

Assistant Editor, The Yale Review, New Haven, CT (2021-2023)  
Factchecker and Editor for Meghan O’Rourke’s The Invisible Kingdom: Reimagining Chronic Illness, a 

finalist for the National Book Award (2021) 
Co-Curator with Nancy Kuhl, “Road Show,” an Exhibition at Beinecke Rare Book and Manuscript 

Library, Yale University (2020) 
Research Assistant for Paul Elie, Georgetown University, in partnership with StoryCorps (2018) 
 
References 
 
Bryan Garsten  
Professor of Political Science and Humanities 
Yale University 
bryan.garsten@yale.edu  
 
Kevin Quashie 
Royce Family Professor of Teaching Excellence in English 
Brown University 
kevin_quashie@brown.edu  
 
Jeffrey L. Stout 
Professor of Religion, Emeritus 
Princeton University 
stout@princeton.edu  
 
Joseph Fischel  
Professor of Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
Yale University 
joseph.fischel@yale.edu  

mailto:bryan.garsten@yale.edu
mailto:kevin_quashie@brown.edu
mailto:stout@princeton.edu
mailto:joseph.fischel@yale.edu


Isabelle Laurenzi | C.V. 
 

 6 

 
Giulia Oskian  
Assistant Professor of Political Science 
Yale University 
giulia.oskian@yale.edu  
 
Professional Memberships 
 
American Political Science Association; Association for Political Theory; Western Political Science 
Association 

mailto:giulia.oskian@yale.edu

